
Week 6 Challenge Homework 
Fluid Statics 

 
Submission Details | Submit a digital copy (PDF, jpg, etc.) to Canvas. Please use the interface to associate 
each page of your submission with the corresponding question number! It makes grading much easier. 
Please clearly indicate which question is being solved. If data is needed to complete a problem, be sure to 
cite the source you’ve acquired your data from. See the course website for further details.  
 

Group Submissions | You may submit a group collaboration to Canvas. Add each group member to the 
submission. Each group member should contribute to the work. Clearly indicate which part of the submis-
sion is written by each member (color or labels are preferable). 
 

Sensemaking | You will be asked to apply sensemaking in some problems. More information about sense-
making can be found on the Boxsand Sensemaking page, which is linked on the Canvas homepage. There 
are many different types of sensemaking. In this course, we will focus on evaluative sensemaking. This is 
often phrased as checking if your answer is reasonable or not. Usually, the evaluative sensemaking process 
consists of making a prediction with an explanation, then a comparison. First, make a prediction of what 
you would expect your answer or solution to look like, based on one of the techniques below. Then, provide 
an explanation for the prediction using arguments based in physical reasoning. Finally, make a compari-
son between the answer that you did find and your prediction. Briefly explain why they do or do not match. 
 

Short explanations of the various sensemaking techniques we will use in this course are included below. 
Please see the Boxsand sensemaking page for more complete details. 
 

• Sign: Explain a prediction for the sign of your answer or a quantity in your solution. Compare your 
prediction with the found quantity. 

• Dimensionality: Explain a prediction for the units or dimensions of your answer or a quantity in 
your solution. Compare your prediction with the found quantity. 

• Related Quantities: Explain a prediction for the relationship between two quantities within your 
solution. Compare your prediction with the found relationship. 

• Proportionality, also known as Covariation: Usually using a symbolic solution, explain a prediction for 
the behavior of one quantity in your solution when another or others are changed. Compare 
your prediction with the found quantity. 

• Order of Magnitude: Explain a prediction for the order of magnitude of your answer or a quantity in 
your solution. Compare your prediction with the found quantity. 

• Graphical Analysis: Explain a prediction for your answer or a quantity in your solution based on argu-
ments made from analysis of a graph. Compare your prediction with the found quantity or rela-
tionship. 

• Special Cases: Explain a prediction for your answer or a quantity in your solution by examining the 
behavior as another quantity is taken to a limit or special case, such as 0, infinity, 0 degrees, or 90 
degrees. Compare your prediction with the found relationship. 

• Self-consistency: Explain or show that your answer is self-consistent. Usually this involves using your 
found answer within an earlier part of your solution and showing that the result is as expected. 

• Known Values: Explain a prediction of your answer or a quantity in your solution based on a known 
value, such as the speed of light or the density of water. This can involve research and citing a 
source. Compare your prediction with the found quantity. 

 

https://boxsand.physics.oregonstate.edu/sensemaking


Question 1: 
 

Piston 1 in the figure to the right has a diameter of 0.250 in. 
Piston 2 has a diameter of 1.50 in and is 2 inches higher than 
piston 1. The hydraulic fluid is oil. 
 

(a) In jacks like this (think changing a flat tire on your car), 
there are two forms of mechanical advantage simultane-
ously working to make the force applied much smaller 
than what it lifts. What are the two forms of mechanical 
advantage in this system?   

(b) Determine the magnitude (F) of the force necessary to 
support the 500 lb. load in the absence of friction.  

(c) Use Order of Magnitude sense-making to determine if not including the height difference of 
the fluid is a problem when calculating the force in part (b). Make sure to: 

• Compare the orders of magnitude* of your answers with the heigh difference fac-
tored in and without.  

• Explain whether or not it is reasonable to neglect the height difference in your answer 
to part (b). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
*Wikipedia has a good article on order of magnitude, here: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Order_of_magnitude   



a Thereare2mechanicaladvantagesfromthehydraulicsystemandfromtheleverThehydraulicsystemusesthe
PressuretransmittedallthroughoutthefluidbyPascal'sprincipleandbecausethearea of piston 2 islargerthan
piston1 s areabutthe 2haveequalpressuretheforceexertedbypiston2willthusbemuchlargerthanthefore
youexertonpiston1
Themechanicaladvantagefromthelevercomesfromthefactthatyouareusingalongleverarmsothesmall
forceis exertedoveralargedistancemakingithavelargertorquethantheforceexertedbetweenthe 2
pistonsoveratinydistance
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Whencomparingthevaluefor P withandwithouttheheightdifferenceboffestv8S'ation wegetan answer of 10 vs10010Because106is5ordersofmagnitude
larger than 10 wecanassumethecontributionofpressurefromthe
heightdifference isnegligibleand it is notnecessaryto addwhen
solvingfor theforce in part b
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